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Proud Premier Partner of Expo 2020 Dubai

EmiratesNBD.com/YouFirst Connect with us

For over 50 years, our passion for innovation has provided
our customers with products and services that have made
a difference in their lives. Whether in Retail Banking,
Wealth Management or Wholesale Banking, this has been
at the heart of everything that we do.

Today we are proud to partner with Expo 2020 Dubai to help 
bring opportunity, mobility and sustainability to the world.

Innovations that
put you first 
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FOREWORD

Jamal Bin Huwaireb 
CEO of Mohammed bin Rashid  
Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation

Dear readers,

It’s with great delight that I can announce 
the theme of this year’s Knowledge Summit. 
The event, on December 5 and 6, which 
will attract the greatest minds and speakers 
to Dubai, bears the theme ‘Youth and the 
Future of the Knowledge Economy’.

Make no mistake: the youth are the 
engine driving the advancement of 
societies and the catalyst ensuring their 
sustainability and future-readiness. If 
youth are the engine of the future, we 
must think of ourselves as mechanics, 
and all play our part in helping them 
achieve optimum performance.

With this in mind, I look forward to 
hearing, learning from and sharing the 
experience and foresight of the panel 
experts and keynote speakers during 
this year’s Summit, and I urge you all to 
join me at what will undoubtedly be an 
enlightening event.

Over the years, the Knowledge 
Summit has showcased Dubai’s role as a 
global hub for the knowledge industry, 
underlining the emirate’s great capacity 
for forecasting and preparing for the 
future. Let us not forget that the future 
starts today.

A highlight of the Summit is the 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

Knowledge Award, and – with submissions 
for this year now closed – I’m pleased 
to report that the award attracts more 
and more submissions from around the 
world each year. This is evidence that 
knowledge is not bound by country, and 
innovation does not recognise borders.

The award honours knowledge 
pioneers – individuals or institutions 
– from every corner of the planet. It’s 
interesting to note that the bulk of 
submissions for this year’s edition of the 
award come from individual candidates 
rather than institutions. This makes us 
all the more certain that there is no 
shortage of brilliant innovators in the 
world – creative thinkers that merit 
praise and recognition.

Creative thinking is a theme that runs 
through this issue as we ponder what 
makes a person creative and celebrate 
the imaginative work of architects and 
engineers to astronomers, researchers 
and an award-winning Arab filmmaker. 

Enjoy the issue.
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